
 

 

 

February 16,  2018 

 

 

Dear Parents and Staff: 

 

Every morning as I enter the beautiful SMS campus, I think how privileged I am to serve as Head 

of this wonderful learning community. The opportunity to personally connect with each of you 

and to share in the hopes and dreams of our girls reminds me of the importance of a sense of 

purpose, collective goals, and shared commitment.  I love being a part of our girls’ learning 

journeys and celebrating in their successes as they define their goals to achieve their personal best.  

I am also amazed at the incredible talent of the faculty and staff, who together create an inclusive 

and inspirational environment that allows them to align their passions with the students.   

 

I began my teaching career in 1979 and can remember being asked by the Superintendent of Schools 

in the interview, “Why should I hire you?”  I learned later on that my response caused him to say 

to his colleagues that he had never heard a person speak with such earnestness! He said he felt 

compelled to hire me to see if attitude without proven experience or skills was a good determinant 

of an effective teacher!  I can only hope that this positive mindset and openness to possibilities has 

served me well over a career spanning nearly 40 years. 

 

With that in mind, I am writing to you today to let you know that, after giving it a great deal of 

thought, I have decided to retire from St. Margaret’s School after the next school year in June 2019. 

I believe the time is right to transition into retirement and to begin the preparations for a new Head 

of School to continue the extraordinary 110-year story of SMS. I feel comfortable making my 

departure because I am confident that St. Margaret’s School will continue to flourish and grow in 

the years ahead. From our students, parents, teachers and administrators to our Board of 

Governors, alumnae and friends, St. Margaret’s School has a superb network of support to build 

on its traditions and prepare our girls for the future. 

 

I have enjoyed every moment of my time here. The rewards have always far outweighed any of 

the challenges and it has been an honour to serve a School devoted to helping girls do great things. 

St. Margaret’s has allowed me to practice “service with love” and to embrace our motto – Confident 

Girls. Inspiring Women. 

 

“We don’t have eternity to realize all of our dreams; only the time we have left in front of us.” 

 

Best wishes always, 

 
Cathy T. 

 
 


