
St. Margaret’s School Est. 1908

She has  
the power
to create  
her own 
story.



Table of  
contents

S
ervice w

ith love

Message from the Head of School 02

STEM 10

Grades 9 to 12 18

Athletics 30

Who we are 04

Academics 12

Boarding 25

Global opportunities 20

Extra curricular 34

Where we are 07

Grades 7 & 8 16

WILD program 28

Experiential education 22

Dining 38

1

St. 
Margaret’s 
School
1080 Lucas Ave.  
Victoria, BC, V8X 3P7  
Canada
admissions@stmarg.ca 
www.stmarg.ca

Phone 
+1 250 479 7171
Fax 
+1 250 479 3244



Welcome to St. Margaret’s School, the only all-girls 
school on Vancouver Island, and Canada’s first 
all-girls STEM school. Ours is a community that 
cares deeply about girls; we have been dedicated 
to their education, development and well-being 
for over a century. Together, we help girls become 
powerful learners with the knowledge, attitudes 
and courage to thrive – in their studies and careers, 
and in life. Our small-scale learning environment 
provides teachers with the flexibility to personalize 
learning for each student – building upon individual 
passions, and challenging each girl to improve her 
own performance, exceed her own expectations and 
realize her own potential. 

I hope you will visit our campus to discover more 
about SMS and the wonderful advantages of all-girls 
education!

Sincerely,  
Sharon Klein

Message from 
the Head of 
School
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St. Margaret’s School (SMS) is an 
all-girls, independent day and 
boarding school.

Who  
we are

Founded in 1908, SMS is an international centre 
for girls’ learning and leadership development, 
providing empowering education for girls from 
Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12  
(Boarding: Grades 7–12). 

We are focused entirely on the education, 
development, and well-being of girls. We 
provide a personalized learning experience in an 
environment where girls can gain confidence and 
discover their passions.
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Where 
we are

Our picturesque, modern campus is located at the 
intersection of urban and rural areas, which offers 
numerous advantages: our 22-acre property boasts 
access to extensive recreational sites and trails, just 
15 minutes from the city’s vibrant downtown core.

Our superior facilities include a LEED-certified 
building (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design), modern residence houses, and athletics 
centre. Other special places on campus include 
a greenhouse, dance studio, outdoor classroom, 
culinary arts centre, tennis courts, and our very 
own slice of west coast forest. 
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St. Margaret’s School is located in 
the city of Victoria, on the scenic 
west coast of British Columbia, 
Canada.
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Greater Victoria’s culturally-
varied population totals  
360,000 people.
The city boasts a vibrant arts scene with world-
class museums, galleries, and performing arts 
institutions including dance, music, opera and 
theatre. SMS makes use of its unique environment 
and nearby wilderness for our outdoor education 
program, and other field trips.
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SMS makes use of its picturesque surroundings by arranging 
annual camping, hiking, surfing and ski trips.

The people of British Columbia 
have a reputation for being 
environmentally conscious and 
SMS is no exception with its 
green club, nature classroom and 
environmentally friendly LEED-
certified building!

SMS’ nature classroom is nestled in 
the forest behind the school where 
students study the environment, 
ecosystems and even learn to grow 
their own food!
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Distance to 
the centre of  
Victoria   

15 minutes

Number of  
people in this 
amazing city    

360,000

Hours of sunshine 
every year in 
Victoria  

2,193
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STEM

STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics but refers to a project-
based, inter-disciplinary model of learning. It 
is important to note that a sound grounding 
in humanities and an emphasis on fine arts 
education are equally important in a well-
rounded STEM approach.

Beyond an acronym, STEM is 
an interdisciplinary educational 
philosophy centered on question, 
observation, reflection, and 
communication. STEM learning 
is supported at all levels and 
across disciplines. Graduates 
of SMS will be imaginative 
thinkers possessing the skills, 
abilities, and confidence to work 
collaboratively with others in 
developing innovative responses 
to complex problems.

St. Margaret’s is proud to be the first 
all-girl STEM School in Canada. Our 
rigorous, university preparatory 
program is delivered with an 
inquiry-based approach.
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Bi-annual Girls’ STEM Leadership 
Conference 

Girls Learning Code events

STEM Expo Science Fair

First Lego League Robotics 
Championship

Live virtual chats with research 
scientists in fields such as space 
exploration and oceanography

Trashion Show featuring fashion 
designs from upcycled materials

SMS offers 15 amazing STEM events 
throughout the school year, including:

STEM 
events
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Academics
The British Columbia curriculum 
model is made up of three 
elements: Content, Curricular 
Competencies, and Big Ideas.

Teachers combine these three elements in 

innovative ways to personalize learning in 

the classroom. The model pulls together 

the best from modern learning theories 

and BC teachers’ advice. 
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Experiential learning is an important part of 
our educational approach: our leadership 
development program begins in Kindergarten, 
and all students benefit from participation in the 
annual outdoor education program (Outweek) 
and other opportunities like the below.

• Outweek

• Peer mentoring

• Public speaking

• Community service

• Job placements

• Duke of Edinburgh Program

Experiential learning opportunities:

Experiential learning
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SMS students who 
participate in 

experiential 
learning  

opportunities  

100%
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Advanced Placement (AP), accelerated learning, 
and self-directed projects for credit are options 
available to challenge our students and help 
them prepare for the next phases in their 
education.  AP classes qualify students for 
advanced credit at many universities.

SMS has combined its commitment to 
community service and experiential learning 
by developing an innovative work experience 
program for Senior Years students.  Students 
identify areas of interest related to their post-
secondary and career goals and are matched 
with a local employer where they will spend 2-4 
hours per week.

This is an excellent opportunity for SMS students 
to gain valuable work experience, network in 
their field of interest, explore their passions and 
give back to their community!

• AP Calculus (AB)

• AP Computer Science 
Principles

• AP English Literature & 
Composition

• AP Human Geography

• AP Studio Art

• Pharmacies

• Care Homes

• Veterinary Clinics

• Television & Radio

• Art Galleries

• Museums

• Hotels & Spas

• Nature Reserves

• Women’s 
Resource Centres

AP offerings:

Students have enjoyed work placements at:

Advanced Placement

Work Experience Program

Number of  
alumnae  

worldwide  

3943

SMS graduates 
accepted to their 

first choice of 
university  

95%

That’s a global netw
ork  

you’re about to m
ake!
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Note: AP offerings may change  
year to year
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Boarding at SMS starts in Grade 7, which is the 
halfway point of the Middle Years program.  

The Middle Years program sets the foundation for success 

by challenging students to excel, providing experiences that 

inspire, and preparing students for the future. 

Grades  
7 & 8

All aspects of the Middle Years program draw 
on techniques to engage pre-adolescent and 
early adolescent girls to develop skills and 
encourage connections between subjects for 
deeper learning. This influences how curriculum 
is taught, but also determines how the teaching 
team approaches their work together, placing 
emphasis on collaboration to achieve best 
outcomes. 

17

That’s a lot of attention 
you’re going to get!

Average 
class size  

16 girls

“I enjoy living with people from 
different countries and learning 
about other cultures. The house 
parents and staff work really hard 
to create an environment that 
feels like home for us.”

Aitana Goycoola, Grade 8
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Our Senior Years program is focused on preparing 
students for life after SMS. Our hope is that time 
spent here will provide each girl with noble 
ambitions and big dreams, and our goal is help her 
leave with a plan to achieve them.

We recognize that learning occurs at different times and 

in different ways; our learning environment respects the 

diversity that exists amongst our students and supports the 

development of each girl. 

Grades  
9 to 12

As students progress through senior years, 
each student has increasing choice and 
flexibility in the design of her program with the 
constant element being academic rigour. We 
offer Advanced Placement courses, exposing 
students to university-level material in their 
Grade 11 or 12 year.

Our graduates, with the support of their parents 
and the school, are empowered to set their own 
course and shape their own future. One hundred 
percent of SMS graduates receive offers of 
admission from post-secondary institutions 
around the globe. 

That’s a lot of attention 
you’re going to get!

Student to 
teacher ratio  

8 to 1
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Our academic programs are supported by a variety 
of experiential programs designed to engage 
students in learning beyond the classroom.

On a global-scale, these opportunities include intercultural 

exchanges, service trips and cultural adventures for SMS 

students in the Senior Years.

Intercultural exchanges are organized with 
schools worldwide to immerse themselves in 
other cultures. Past exchanges have included 
both Chile and Japan.

Cultural opportunities include our ever-popular 
European adventure that allows girls to explore 
and apply learning in a global setting through 
history and art.

Service-learning initiatives provide students 
the opportunities to volunteer abroad through 
a school service trip in a developing country 
engaging in a variety of community service 
projects.

That’s a lot of languages you 
haven’t learned yet!

Number of 
nationalities & 

cultures  

25+

Global 
opportunities

20

Our students  
come from all  
over the world!

Argentina
Aruba
Brazil
Canada
China
Colombia
Germany

Hong Kong
Ireland
Japan
Mexico
New Zealand 
Netherlands
Nigeria

Philippines
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Taiwan
Thailand
Ukraine

United Kingdom
United States
Vietnam



Experiential 
education

Outweek

Mentorship

An integral part of the SMS community is the 
annual Outweek, which affords girls in Grades 
6 to 12 a variety of opportunities designed 
to challenge and educate using our coastal 
environment and travel abroad. Through a 
combination of teamwork initiatives, outdoor 
sports, and engaging instruction, shy students 
shine, new stars emerge, accomplishments 
bolster confidence, and bonds form through 
shared experience. 

Our Big Sister/Little Sister Program is a student-
led mentorship program much beloved by our 
students. Each Foundation Years student is 
paired up with a Middle or Senior Years student 
and Little Sisters and Big Sisters participate in 
school-wide events and challenges together. The 
program fosters positive relationships that span 
grade divisions and a strong sense of community 
within our school.

That’s a global netw
ork 

you’re about to m
ake.

Student to 
teacher ratio  

8 to 1

Artwork by Lydia Li, Grade 12. 2221

S
ervice w

ith love

S
ervice w

ith love

23



24

Families love our secure, and natural 
environment, and students thrive in our nurturing 
community surrounded by motivated peers, and 
experienced staff.

Live, study and make friends with girls from all 
over the world.

Balancing academics and extracurricular 
activities, while learning to live independently 
in a diverse community can be challenging. We 
guide students daily as they navigate choices 
related to friendships, balancing work, extra 
curricular activities, play, personal care and 
wellness, safety and personal security, and other 
age-appropriate life skills for emerging young 
adults.

Residence life is centred on the development 
of our students. Preparing students both for 
the transition to university and for rewarding 
lives outside the classroom are of the utmost 
importance. 

Weekend trips and adventurous excursions 
are offered as part of life in residence, taking 
advantage of the natural wonders of the west 
coast.

Welcome Home

Global Immersion

Beyond Academics

Personal Growth

Off-Campus Adventures

That’s a lot of sleepovers you 
haven’t had yet!

Number of  
boarding 
students  

100

Boarding 
at SMS

For girls who thrive on 
independence and challenge, 
our Boarding School program for 
Grades 7–12 welcomes students 
from BC and around the world.

Our safe and picturesque west coast 

campus includes four contemporary 

boarding houses.

Living where you learn is a unique experience, 
fosters friendships bridging borders and 
backgrounds, and offers numerous advantages 
to students for growth and skill development. 
More than merely a bed to sleep in, our 
residence model is designed to create a warm 
and welcoming home away from home.



Each double room has an ensuite bathroom and 
plenty of storage.

Our live-in house parents execute a vital role, 
providing a safe, caring and empathetic “home 
away from home” for the students in our care. 
House parents are compassionate, flexible, firm 
and forgiving “in loco parentis” supporters for 
students. 

The sole responsibility of our house parents 
is caring for the girls. They provide social, 
emotional, academic support, and mediation. 
Our house parents are empathetic, patient and 
nurturing problem solvers, attending social 
events as chaperones, weekend outings, as well 
as parent teacher interviews.

Spacious Residence Rooms

House Parents That’s a lot of friends  
you haven’t m

et yet!

Number of  
boarding 

houses  

4
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St. Margaret’s Boarding has 
a curriculum that focuses 
on Wellness, Independence, 
Leadership and Diversity (WILD).

Students participate and engage in 

activities and programs that are based on 

these concepts. The curriculum involves 

dynamic, inclusive programming, as well 

as individual care for each boarder.

Boarding students learn to make sound, healthy 
choices; to be disciplined and responsible when 
it comes to academic commitments; to learn to 
live as an active and positive member of the St. 
Margaret’s community and beyond.

WILD 
program

28
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The WILD program is supported and facilitated by staff, 

student leaders, and Boarding Council. 

The learning outcomes are developed from the intersection of the four 
areas of WILD. Communication between boarding staff, students and 
parents is paramount as it promotes accountability and success. 

Global-minded, inclusive, 
exploration of cultures, beliefs, 
and healthy relationships.

Diversity

A focus on social, emotional, 
physical and intellectual well-
being, and mindfulness.

Understanding, self-awareness, 
self-management, and self-
advocacy.

Finding her authentic voice, 
taking action to help herself and 
others.

Wellness

Independence

Leadership
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Athletics
SMS emphasizes broad participation in a variety 
of physical activities and pursuits. We believe the 
experience of belonging and working together as 
part of a team should not be limited to just a few 
elite athletes.

Students keep active with competitive teams 
and intramurals, as well as recreational clubs 
like dance club, tennis, triathlon, and yoga. SMS 
also recognizes and supports aspiring athletes 
in their individual training through scheduling 
accommodations and the Program of Distinction 
– and is proud to count some Olympic medallists 
among its alumnae.

30
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Aquatics 
Badminton   
Basketball 
Cross Country  
Intramurals 
Rowing 
Rugby 
Soccer 
Track & Field 
Volleyball 

37

Colette Reimer, Grad 2019, represents Team Canada in the sport of Triathlon.
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Extra 
curricular

Our many clubs provide students with ample 
opportunity to engage with their peers, broaden 
their perspectives and contribute to a vibrant 
community, all while having fun and learning new 
skills. 

For example, our Model UN conferences 
enable SMS students to learn about global 
issues, participate in consensus-building and 
problem-solving simulations, develop a better 
understanding of the UN, with a variety of 
students from other schools around the world as 
they develop their public speaking and critical-
thinking skills.
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Art 
Band 
Choir 
Dance 
Drama 
Golf 
Green Club 
GSA 
Lego & Robotics 
Mathematics  
Model UN 
Multicultural 
Outreach 
Peer Tutor 
Student Council   
Tennis 
Triathlon 
Writing

That’s a lot of activities  
you haven’t tried yet!

Number of clubs 
and co-curriculars  

30

36
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Dining
Great food and excellent amenities are the 
hallmarks of dining services and residence life. 
Our kitchen staff provides nutritionally balanced 
meals that appeal to a variety of tastes and dietary 
preferences. 

The dining hall is the heart of campus – the place where 

everyone gathers to share food and time. 

St. Margaret’s proudly partners with SAGE 
Dining – the leading food service provider for 
independent schools and colleges throughout 
North America. SAGE has a focus on safety, 
quality service, community, nutrition, education, 
sustainability, and delicious food made from 
scratch using seasonal, locally-sourced 
ingredients. 
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With the help of the SAGE program, 
students develop a positive 
relationship with food and make 
informed choices. Registered 
Dietitians review each menu before 
it appears online to ensure that 
there are healthy, nutritionally 
diverse options for everyone. SMS 
uses the SAGE Spotlight Program to 
create menus with variety, balance, 
and moderation. 

The dining program also offers a 
comprehensive app that empowers 
students to manage their diets 
in the safe, transparent dining 
environment. The innovative online 
filter allows parents and students 
to view the ingredients in a dish and 
plan a delicious and healthy meals 
accordingly. 
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